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Dark Age was a term for the middle ages in the Roman Empire after its fall in the 5th century. The period was characterized by a great decrease in cultural, intellectual, and economic decline according to the Italian scholar Petrarch. The period lasted from the 5th century to the 14th century paving way for the Renaissance period. Some of the scholars who wrote about the Dark Age stated that there was a lack of good literature at the time("dark age economy," 2020). In comparison to the classical Era in which the Greek and Roman empires had made tremendous contributions to philosophy, art, architecture, political systems, and science across the world, the Dark Age had a significant decrease in these contributions.
Romanesque architecture was used in Europe after the fall of the Roman Empire that occurs between the late 10th century and before the rise of the Gothic style in the 13th century. The architectural style was a combination of the Roman architectural style of using semicircular arches, Ottonian, Carolingian, Germanic, and Byzantine(Bednorz, 2015). It occurred during the period where monasticism expanded and large churches were needed to accommodate the high number of monks, pilgrims, and priests who would come to view relics belonging to saints. The church would use masonry vaulting instead of timber to protect the building from fire(Bednorz, 2015). The features of the buildings included having radiating chapels to accommodate more priests, massive walls and piers, few windows with outward thrusts of vaults, semicircular arches, smaller towers at the western end, large towers crossing the transept and Nave, the outward thrust of vaults.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
References
Bednorz, A. (2015). Romanesque: Architecture, sculpture, painting. 
The dark age economy. (2020). The Byzantine Dark Ages. doi:10.5040/9781474219075.ch-005

